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The ideal vision of pharmacists concerning community health care
—comparison among pharmacists in metropolitan and urban areas,
in local areas, and among prescribing pharmacists—

UMEHARA Sadaomi, UMENAI Takusei, NOGUCHI Takashi and TAKATA Takeshi
Abstract

The survey was conducted among pharmacists in pharmacy on their current status and issues of their
activities concerning community health care. 241 pharmacists in all (46 in metropolitan and urban areas,
113 in local areas and 82 in prescribing pharmacies) have answered the questionnaire.

As for the popularization of the government policy, the result shows that the sales regulation law of
medical drugs has been well known, whereas the rate of the popularization for the promotion of the
self-medication and the switching the OTC are not high. And the oversupply of pharmacists in the future is
highly recognized, and the order of the three groups according to the high recognition is as follows; the top
group is prescribing pharmacists followed by local ones and then metropolitan (urban) pharmacists. On the
basis of this background, the implementation rate of the actual activities by the pharmacists for community
health care is only around 20% among the three typed pharmacists, nevertheless the importance has well
been recognized. That low rate implies that such activities are not yet practiced effectively. Several reasons
for such circumstances are, in order from the top; (1) less time to spare, (2) less capacity for switching over,
(3) ineffective administration for the government policy, (4) the lack of the fund, and (5) less understanding
on the part of the Japan Pharmacists Association.
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Our next research aim based on the results of the questionnaire is to construct the model of the potent
contribution by the pharmacists in order to promote the community health care, making use of the method of

the interventional study.

Keywords: Community Health Care (Hulsi{E AR/ 77), Essential Drug (XZHEEIKS),
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