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Offenders ’ empathy and person perception

-From the viewpoint of social perspective taking-

Abstract
Characteristics of empathy and perspective taking are considered important for
decreasing aggressive behaviors, such as crime. Tendencies for empathy, social
perspective taking, and person perception were investigated and compared
between offenders and ordinary person, for reducing crime. The results indicated
significant differences between offenders and ordinary person in personal
distress, which is a component of empathy; in social perspective taking, and in
person perception. Offenders indicated characteristic tendencies of person
perception, although it also had an adaptive aspect that made their condition
somewhat understandable . Offenders tended to recognize things negatively and
in extreme terms, and tended to become suspicious and subjective. It is suggested
that these tendencies in person perception, might increase personal distress and

decrease social perspective taking ability.

Keywords: Offenders, Empathy, Social perspective taking, Person perception,

Chouju-Giga Test
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