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A survey on the specialized field of doctorate of
philosophy (PhD) in our graduate school

ITO Akihiro, HARA Tsuyoshi, KUBO Akira and MARUYAMA Hitoshi
Abstract

Purpose: As a postgraduate education for physiotherapists, there is graduate education. In particular, the doctoral course
offered by the graduate school aims to train personnel who play a leading role in their particular field. In this survey, we
aimed to collect the basic data regarding the postgraduate doctoral program offered at our university by examining the
attributes and the specialized fields of the doctoral candidate.

Methods: The study subjects were 73 students who had acquired a doctorate in the field of Physical Therapy from the
International University of Health and Welfare Graduate School of Public Health Medicine, Fukuoka, Japan from 2004 to
2016. Sex and age were classified as subject attributes, and doctoral dissertations were classified as per the specialized fields
into seven specialized areas of lifelong learning by the Japanese Physical Therapy Association. In addition, students who had
acquired their master’s degree from the same institution also studied differences from the master’s thesis field.

Results: The study was performed on 62 men and 11 women with a mean age at enrollment of 35.6 = 7.6 years. The research
area was the basic field in 29 cases and 12 in the exerciser field. 57 students went on to go from the inside; the research area
of 34 subjects was the same as that for their master’s thesis, while 23 selected a different area of research.

Conclusion: The percentage of women who acquired a doctorate was smaller, and it is necessary to solve problems such as
compatibility with life events.

Because there are many adult graduate students working in hospitals etc. in the target graduate school, it is considered that
the rate of conducting clinical research is higher than the average in the whole country.

Keywords : graduate school, doctoral course, specialized area



