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Name :

Erb’s palsy evaluation seat

Address :

Sex: M/F Am: R/ L

Date of birth : / /

Phone :

Date of starting
physio / /

Birth place : Hospital (

) / Home

1st time
( )days

6Molds | 9M olds

date / / |/

shoulder

X 012 012
elevation

elbow fl

elbow ex

wrist fl

wrist ex

fingers fl

o|lo|o|jo|o|Oo
R
NN N ININN

fingers ex

o|lo|jo|jo|o|Oo
e e e ==
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comment

0 Absent, Flaccid
1 Present, but lacking full range of movement
2 Present throughout a full range of movement

# If child is under 1 month for the first time, please fill in ( ) days

X 3
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Validity of simple brachial plexus birth injury assessment scale
—Through the activity of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
in Zanzibar, the United Republic of Tanzania—

SAWAYA Yohei, ONODA Ko and MARUYAMA Hitoshi
Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to create a simple brachial plexus birth injury (BPBI) assessment scale in Tanzania
and to clarify validity the scale.

Subjects: The total 36 neonates under one month old with the diagnosis of BPBI who came to Mnazi Mmoja Hospital
Physiotherapy department.

Methods: Active movements on shoulder elevation, elbow flexion (flex) and extension (ext), wrist flex and ext, and fingers
flex and ext were scored 0-2 on first physiotherapy. A score of 0 indicated flaccidity, 1 indicated movement without full
range of motion, and 2 indicated full range of motion. The score for each joint was analyze by using friedman’s repeated
measures followed by Tukey multiple comparison tests. The distribution chart of total score also was presented.

Results: The score of the fingers was significantly higher than the elbow. The distribution chart of total score showed that 12
of 36 (33%) neonates of BPBI were score 0 and had flaccid paralysis.

Conclusion: The result showed that the upper roots of the brachial plexus were more affected and there were many severe
cases. Consequently, validity of simple BPBI assessment scale was suggested.

Keywords : brachial plexus birth injury, Tanzania, Zanzibar, Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers



