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Discourse comprehension in children with autistic spectrum disorder
—Examination of free recall task and reading comprehension task—

SASAKI Kaori and AZEGAMI Yasuhiko
Abstract

Objective: To investigate discourse comprehension in children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

Methods: Participants were nine children with ASD who had normal intelligence and 10 children with typical development.
All participants completed five free recall and five reading comprehension tasks. The free recall task involved free speech
after reading text aloud. The recalls were divided as follows: “confirmation of the facts,” “inference of the situations,”
“inference of the feelings,” and “inference of others’ feelings.” Additionally, the recalls were labeled as “mistake,” “synonym,”
“exaggerated,” and “addition.” For the reading comprehension task, participants responded to questions regarding the
following categories: “confirmation of the facts,” “inference of the situations,” “inference of the feelings,” and “inference of
others’ feelings.”

Results: The number of items recalled in children with ASD was large with respect to the “exaggerated” and “addition”
categories of free recall task. In addition, children with ASD performed well in the “inference of others’ feelings” category of
the reading comprehension task.

Conclusion: Children with ASD understand by analyzing linguistic reasons regarding causality and feelings in discourse
comprehension, suggesting the possibility for the use of strategies for understanding that are qualitatively different from
those used in children with typical development.

Keywords : Autistic Spectrum Disorder, discourse comprehension, free recall, reading comprehension



