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Research fields in MSc Physical Therapy course in a graduate school of
International University of Health and Welfare: a retrospective study

HARA Tsuyoshi, ITO Akihiro, KUBO Akira and MARUYAMA Hitoshi
Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this retrospective study was to clarify the gender ratio and research fields among MSc Physical
Therapy course students in a graduate school of International University of Health and Welfare ITUHW).

Methods: In total, 484 MSc Physical Therapy course students of [IUHW who graduated between 2000 and 2015 were
included in this study. The gender ratio of graduate students was calculated by investigating their MSc thesis. Research fields
were divided into seven specialized fields (Basic Physical Therapy Sciences; Neurology; Orthopedic Physical Therapy;
Cardiovascular, Pulmonary, and Metabolic Disease; Support of Life; Physical Agents; and Education and Management)
based on the Japanese Physical Therapy Association continuing education program.

Results: Among the participants, 80.2% were male and 19.8% were female; 7.2% were international students. The rate of
Basic Physical Therapy Sciences; Neurology; Orthopedic Physical Therapy; Cardiovascular, Pulmonary, and Metabolic
Disease; Support of Life; Physical Agents; and Education and Management was 49.2%, 6.8%, 15.5%, 10.1%, 13.0%, 1.9%,
and 3.5%, respectively.

Conclusion: Among the MSc Physical Therapy course students, there were more male students than female students. The
research fields of master’s theses were often compared to the Basic Physical Therapy Sciences field.

Keywords : MSc course graduate students, gender ratio, specialized field
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2000 11 (100.0) 6 (54.5) 5 (45.5) 0 (0.0)
2001 15 (100.0) 13 (86.7) 2 (13.3) 0 (0.0)
2002 26 (100.0) 16 (61.5) 10 (38.5) 6 (23.1)
2003 26 (100.0) 20 (76.9) 6 (23.1) 2 (7.7)
2004 29 (100.0) 24 (82.8) 5 (17.2) 3 (10.3)
2005 26 (100.0) 20 (76.9) 6 (23.1) 0 (0.0)
2006 37 (100.0) 28 (75.7) 9 (243) 1 (2.7)
2007 49 (100.0) 37 (75.5) 12 (24.5) 2 (4.1)
2008 38 (100.0) 30 (78.9) 8 (21.1) 1 (2.6)
2009 41 (100.0) 31 (75.6) 10 (24.4) 2 (4.9)
2010 29 (100.0) 23 (79.3) 6 (20.7) 3 (10.3)
2011 40 (100.0) 29 (72.5) 11 (27.5) 1 (2.5
2012 20 (100.0) 18 (90.0) 2 (10.0) 0 (0.0)
2013 34 (100.0) 28 (82.4) 6 (17.6) 7 (20.6)
2014 32 (100.0) 27 (84.4) 5 (15.6) 4 (12.5)
2015 31 (100.0) 24 (77.4) 7 (22.6) 3 (9.7)
At 484 (100.0) 374 (77.3) 110 (22.7) 35 (7.2)
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2005 14 (53.8) 2 (7.7) 3 (115) 2 (7.7) 4 (15.4) 1 (3.8) 0 (0.0) 26 (100.0)
2006 21 (56.8) 4 (10.8) 2 (54) 4 (108) 5 (13.5) 1 (2.7) 0 (0.0)0 37 (100.0)
2007 23 (46.9) 1 (2.0) 9 (184) 7 (143) 6 (122) 0 (0.0) 3 (6.1) 49 (100.0)
2008 17 (44.7) 2 (5.3) 6 (15.8) 2 (53) 6 (158) 2 (53) 3 (7.9) 38 (100.0)
2009 19 (46.3) 2 (4.9) 14 (34.1) 1 (24) 4 (9.8) 1 (2.4) 0 (0.0) 41 (100.0)
2010 16 (55.2) 1 (3.4) 4 (13.8) 4 (13.8) 3 (103) 0 (0.0) 1 34) 29 (100.0)
2011 24 (60.0) 5 (12.5) 4 (10.0) 2 (5.0) 3 (7.5) 0 (0.0) 2 (5.0 40 (100.0)
2012 8 (40.0) 0 (0.0) 2 (10.0) 3 (15.0) 5 (25.0) 1 (5.0) 1 (5.0 20 (100.0)
2013 15 (44.1) 1 (2.9 10 (29.4) 3 (8.8) 4 (11.8) 0 (0.0) 1 (29 34 (100.0)
2014 11 (34.4) 2 (6.3) 6 (18.8) 3 (9.4) 7 (2190 2 (63) 1 (3.1) 32 (100.0)
2015 14 (45.2) 5 (16.1) 4 (12.9) 5 (16.1) 2 (6.5) 0 (0.0) 1 (32) 31 (100.0)
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