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A systematic review of research on the “severity and degree of medical/
nursing needs” focusing on the characteristics of
patients in acute phase

HISAMATSU Keiko

Abstract

Objectives: In the research on nursing care needs, to perform a systematic review focused on characteristics of patients in
acute phase in Japan, and to identify the issues that clearly show the evaluation items in the “characteristics of patients in
acute phase”.

Methods: A search was performed on the bibliographic databases “Igaku Chuo Zasshi (ICHUSHI)", NII Scholarly and
Academic Information Navigator (CiNii), and Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), using
the term “nursing care needs” as a keyword. In ICHUSHI, target literatures were (i) peer reviewed/academic journals, (ii)
original papers, and (iii) those published from 2006 to 2015. Since search limits can be imposed only on published years in
CiNii, we set the limit to from 2006 to 2015.

Results: In the evaluation items in the characteristics of acute care patients, item A indicating monitoring, treatment, etc. was
appropriate; and item B indicating the patient’s situation, etc. partially represented the characteristics of patients in acute
phase. The results show that there is room for further study.

Conclusions: As a future task, it was suggested that the evaluation items of the conditions and situations characteristic to
patients in acute phase should be clarified more clearly, and are required to be suitable for the intended use.

Keywords : nursing care need, characteristics of patients in acute phase, items for evaluation
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