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A study of female inmates charged with murder in Japan
—Comparison with other criminals from the perspective of family functions,
personality, and developmental disorders—

HIRAMA Sayuri, USHIKI Junko, OBATA Shugo and AKIBA Mayumi
Abstract

Recently, the number of male murderers has been decreasing. On the other hand, the number of murderesses has not
changed. There are sex differences in murder cases. Many female murder victims are relatives, or spouses, and main motives
for murder are often emotional reasons. This study examined female murder cases from the perspective of family functions.
Moreover, female inmates charged with murder and other crimes were examined focusing on their family functions, as well
as attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and personality, including borderline personality disorder (BPD), which
are considered to affect reasons of committing crimes. The results indicated that murderesses with ADHD tendencies, poor
family ties, and maladaptation tended to deny themselves, have the feeling of abandonment, are unable to believe others, and
have difficulties in interpersonal relationships. These factors are considered to lead them to commit murder. Furthermore, age

differences in family functions, ADHD, and BPD were observed only in female inmates charged with murder.

Keywords : female inmates charged with murder, family function, borderline personality disorder (BPD), attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)
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