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Implicit memory in patients with early-stage Alzheimer’s disease
—Investigation focused on priming effects—

AIKAWA Michi and FUJITA Ikuyo
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate priming effects on implicit memory and the correlation between implicit and
explicit memory in early-stage patients with Alzheimer’s disease (AD). The study participants were 15 early-stage AD
patients and 15 healthy elderly controls. After participants read words aloud, they completed a repetitive word-stem
completion task. Their explicit memory performance was assessed with the Miyake memory test. Both patients with AD and
healthy elderly controls exhibited significant priming effects.There was no statistically significant correlation between
performance on the word-stem completion task and the Miyake memory test. The results have implications for the

preservation of implicit memory in patients with early-stage AD.
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