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Development of study materials to help international students learn
medical kanji terms based on analysis of kanji in national
examinations for the health professions

ISHINABE Hiroshi
Abstract

BACKGROUND: In Japan, international students in the health sciences have difficulty learning Japanese medical terms.
The objective of this research was to investigate the frequency of appearance of specific Japanese kanji in the National
Examination for Nursing (NEN) and the National Examination for Physical Therapists (NEPT) and to develop study
materials to help international students learn medical kanji terms.

METHODS: The author analyzed the frequency of appearance of specific kanji in NEN and NEPT. At the same time, the
author evaluated difficulties in vocabulary in NEN and NEPT related to kanji familiarity. Based on the results of this
analysis, the author developed study materials to help international students learn medical kanji terms.

RESULTS: The top 500 kanji ranked in order of their frequency of appearance in NEN and NEPT were identified, and the
results of analysis showed that these kanji accounted for approximately 90% of the kanji in NEN and NEPT. The familiarity
of kanji in NEN and NEPT was found to have no significance. Based on these findings, study materials to help international
students learn these medical kanji terms were developed. The study materials included appendices providing information
such as the frequency of appearance and the question numbers in NEN and NEPT.

CONCLUSION: It is suggested that providing learning goals and study materials based on objective criteria will promote
more effective learning opportunities for international students. In addition, it is expected that even Japanese teachers who
are not medical science experts can develop study materials to help international students in the health sciences learn medical
kanji terms.
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