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Activity report on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of
the Center for Intractable Neurological Diseases

KATO Hiroyuki, HASHIMOTO Ritsuo, OGAWA Tomoko and TAGAWA Asako
Abstract

It has been ten years since the founding of the Center for Intractable Neurological Diseases at International University of
Health and Welfare (IUHW) Hospital. On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of this center, we have prepared a report
describing its activities since its founding. Our center specializes in the care of patients with neurological diseases and
provides continuous expert medical services from the patient’s initial visit, to outpatient treatment, to home and respite care,
to long-term hospital treatment, to terminal care. Furthermore, we provide strong team-based services involving the entire
medical staff of the [IUHW group, including hospital staff such as physicians, nurses, rehabilitation therapists, and medical
social workers, as well as home care staff such as care managers and visiting nurses. Two-thirds of the inpatients admitted to
the neurology ward have been patients with so-called intractable neurological diseases, in particular, advanced
neurodegenerative diseases such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, multiple system atrophy, and Parkinson’s disease, which
are associated with a high degree of medical dependence. Frequently, the reason for hospitalization is to provide periodic
short stays for respite care. We are committed to building on the strengths of our system to provide the best possible care and
support for our patients and their families and to serve as a reliable source of accurate information and expert medical
opinion.
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