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Analysis of factors affecting the practice of caring behavior of nurses
in charge of cancer patients

SHIGEHISA Kayoko
Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine factors affecting the caring behavior of nurses in charge of cancer
patients and to give clearer analysis of supporting measures to improve their caring behavior. A self-administered
survey has been conducted to 646 nurses in five affiliated hospitals of Japanese Association of Clinical Cancer
Centers. 458 nurses responded (70.9%) with 428 valid replies. Questionnaires were composed of questions that are
to measure caring behavior, personal attributes, autonomy, commitment to work, self-efficacy, and self-esteem.
Statistical analysis has been adopted to assess the correlation between the practice of caring behavior and other
factors. It showed that caring behavior is correlated with the following factors in a descending order: autonomy
(r=.602), commitment to work (r=.427), self-efficacy (r=.277), self-esteem (r=.242), and personal attributes such as
years of experience in cancer care (r=.154) and background of professional education (r=.055). These result
suggests that in order to improve the practice of caring behavior, it is necessary to make nurses recognize the
importance of caring behavior, to support their practice of nursing care in daily practice, and to provide further
education focusing on their “cognitive ability” and “ability for nursing practice.”
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