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For the dignity of users in nursing homes for the elderly

Research on awareness of care workers

Summary

This study was to clarify how nursing care workers are aware of the dignity of care recipients.

Survey 1: According to the previous studies of 26 medical journals and 2 Pub Meds, the history of recognition
of individual dignity is short, and there was a difference in perception between "Western ideology regarding
dignity is mainly on self-determination" and "Japanese ideology about dignity is mainly on humanity".
Survey 2: From a questionnaire survey of 217 care workers (recovery rate: 9.2%), only 32.3% of care workers
value the dignity of users.

Survey 3: Interviews with 8 care workers extracted twelve categories of terms; to respect dignity, value to
[Treat the same as ordinary people], [Grant what care receivers want to do], and respect [One’s personality].
[Unfavorable behavior] and [Subjective way of thinking] of long-term caregivers were excerpted as matters
that are not considered respectfully.

In considering the dignity of life-support medical treatments, on account of the short history of the recognition
of elderly’s dignity in the nursing-care field and different perceptions in between Western and Japanese
ideologies, it became clear that only a small number of long-term care workers are highly aware of the dignity

of special nursing home users.

Keywords,

Awareness, Dignity, Care worker, Nursing home,
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