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ABSTRACT

A series of neuropsychological tests covering four broad domains: orientation, memory,
linguistic functions, and visuospatial-constructive abilities, was administered to 15 patients
with Possiple Alzheimer disease (PAD; criteria of NINCDS-ADRDA work group, 1984), and
the obtained performance data were compaired with those of the normal elderly studied by
Sasanuma and her colleagues (1985; 1987; 1988). Major findings included the following: (1)
PAD patients as a group performed significantly more poorly than the age matched
normal elderly group on the test of delayed story recall and orientation. On the test of
delayed story recall, none of the PAD patients could even remember that they had heard
the story 30 minutes before. (2) On the test of linguistic functions and visuospatial-
constructive abilities, on the other hand, there was no significant difference in performance
between the two groups. These findings, taken together, indicate that most salient single
neuropsychological feature of the PAD patients is marked impairment in episodic memory.

On the basis of the present study, the pattern of impairment exhibited by these patients
may be regarded as reflecting an early stage of DAT, although there are some alternative
possibilities that some patients represent (a) atypical cases of DAT characterized by pro-
gressive memory impairment accompanied by no other cognitive disorders, or (b) Age-
Associated Memory Impairment (AAMI) described by Crook et al.(1986). Differential
diagnosis among these alternative cases will require longitudinal neuropsychological
investigations with special focuses on the types and severity levels of memory impairment
in each patient.

Key Words : Dementia of the Alzheimer type, Higher brain functions,
Neuropsychological assessment



