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Change of the Concept of Insurance Contribution
in National Health Insurance

Hayao Mitsui®

*School of Health Science, International University of Health and Welfare

ABSTRACT
National Health Insurance, one of the two entities of medical care insurance systems in

Japan, is managed by the municipalities (cities, towns and villages). The municipalipies

assess and collect insurance contribution from their residents to cover the cxpences of the

National Health Insurance.

But differences in economic and medical situation among the municipalities have caused

large discrepancy in the medical cost level and ability of insurance contribution.

Since

everybody in this country was covered by a public insurance system in 1961, both the

government and the municipalities have groped the way to an equitable and reasonable

burden sharing system of insurance contribution among the municipalities and community

residents.

The system is put into effect, though not enough, by a Grant for Financial Adjustment.

Many propositins have been made, but much remains unsolved.

In this paper, I discuss the propositions, their problems and backgrounds, in Japan’s

social security history.

Key Words : Insurance Contribution, Equitability, Financial Adjustment

=



