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Mobile E-learning — Can It Be an Efficient Tool for English Learners? —

MINAMII Noriko, SAITO Chie, and CHIBA Reiko
Abstract

Looking back into the process of development concerning devices for language learning, from LL to CALL, and
further to e-learning, learners have been blessed with high technology. On top of such new devices, mobile
e-learning has lately been in the spotlight. Mobile phones can offer learners some unique studying environment;
that is, they no longer have to sit down at the desk nor before the computer. They can study anytime and
anywhere as long as they have their mobile phones in hand. Once a student finishes registering, his’/her own
educational program arrives daily. It is an entirely new personal “tool” for a learner.

The objective of this research is to describe precisely how effective mobile e-learning can be for Japanese
university freshmen and how those students work with the new “tool”. The students are given the same
vocabulary test twice, in the beginning of July and at the end of September. Meanwhile for the three months, the
experimental group of students has an opportunity for mobile vocabulary quizzes every day. The control group,
on the other hand, spends summer days free from vocabulary study. Although the t-ratio between the pre-test and
the post-test of the experimental group indicates a statistically significant change, the learning effect of the mobile
e-learning cannot be proven in this experiment because the t-ratio of the control group also shows a significant
change. However, Spearman’s rank-coefficient correlation between the frequency of learning through e-learning
and the test results indicates “statistically significant”.

In consideration of the results, further studies are needed to prove the efficiency of mobile e-learning offering a
better program to enhance their learning in regular English classes here at [UHW.
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