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The examination of the argument on the concept ‘life’
— A review of the studies on ‘life’ —
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ABSTRACT

‘Life’ is an important and basic concept in the social welfare study and practice. The
concept ‘life’ is, however, very extensive, and it is difficult to understand the whole of the
concept ‘life’.

It has been studied on the concept ‘life’ in the realms of many social sciences.

In the period of the Word War II and right after that, the concept ‘life’ was argued in
the realm of economics, mainly. After that, in the period under the high economic growth
policy, it was argued in the realm of sociology, mainly. And it is also argued in the realms
of laws, study of houskeeping, lifeclogy, and so on.

In this paper, we review the works of the study on the concept ‘life’ in the five realms.
We take the representative arguments by the some scholars in the each realms. The five
realms on the concept ‘life’, which we take, are as follows ; (1)economics, (2)sociology,
(3)domicile study , (4)lifeclogy, and (5)social welfare study.

After reviewing the each points of the arguement and the viewpoint of the study, it's
offered, as a trial argument, the flamework on the study of the concept ‘life’. That is to
say, we understand the concept ‘life’ as two lebels, ‘objective life’ and ‘subjective life’.

Key Words : Life, Life Structure, Livelihood Problem



