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The Process of the Establishment of the Midwifery System
in Kanagawa Prefecture at Meiji Period

OGAWA Keiko
Department of Nursing, International University Health and Welfare

ABSTRACT

The midwifery system in Kanagawa prefecture started in 1873 (Meiji 6), when midwives as well
as hired people and intermediaries got registered for their businesses.

In 1876 (Meiji 9), they, like doctors acupuncturists and massagers, were given regulations and got
licensed. After several revisions, regulations for midwives became separate in 1884 (Meiji 17). Rules
of examination for midwives were made public in 1885, the next year. There were two courses (Kou
and Otu), either of which had its own subjects to be tested. Since then until 1899, when newly
nationwide unified regulations were made public, midwives in Kanagawa prefecture were in charge
of the above mentioned regulations.

Key Words : the midwifery system, Meiji period, Kanagawa prefecture



