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Interprofessional recognition of the importance and implementation status of
community health activities by public health nurses and nurses working
at a community support center

Megumi HOBO and Mikako ARAKIDA

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to clarify perceptions among public health nurses and other nurses (hereafter referred to as
public health nurses), chief care support specialists, and social workers (hereafter referred to as the three professions) of the
importance and implementation status of community health activities by public health nurses at a community support center.

Methods: An anonymous, self-administered questionnaire survey was mailed to three professions working at a community
support center asking for answers on a 10-point scale regarding the importance and implementation status of “long-term care
prevention projects” and “fostering community organization activities” (hereafter referred to as community health activities)
by public health nurses.

Results and Conclusions: A total of 711 people (respondanses) were analyzed, and all three were regarded as important
activities with a median score of 9-10. The median score of implementation for public health nurses was 5-7, while it was
7-8 for other professionals, which was lower than the importance level. The importance of the following items was
particularly low for public health nurses and other professionals, with a score of 5 points, but the importance level was lower
for other professionals, indicating the need to deepen the common understanding of specialization. It was suggested that the
“identification and fostering of people’s participation in community activities,” “fostering of voluntary community

organization,” and “coordination for cooperation between community organizations” were under community health activities.

Keywords : community support center, public health nurse, community health activities



