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A study on disaster nursing applicable in practice:
learning by students in a class linking theory and practice

Mayumi TOYOMOTO, Tamae KITAHARA and Junko KANEKO
Abstract

Objectives: The aim of this study is to clarify what was learned by fourth-year nursing students in a class of “disaster nursing”.
Methods: From a questionnaire survey conducted after the disaster nursing class of 90 students, descriptions on what they
had learned in the class were analyzed using a qualitative descriptive methodology.
Results: Seven categories were extracted from 114 data. The following 4 categories were extracted as learning thought to be
necessary at the time of disaster: “ethical judgments must be made in disaster sites”, “the best decision should be made in a
calm manner”, “appropriate knowledge and skills should be put into action during chaotic situations”, and “mental training is
also required to be strong enough to work in disastrous situations”. The following 3 categories were extracted as new
learning acquired through theories: “differences between nurses inside and those outside disaster areas”, “theories can be
used as decision frameworks at the time of disaster”, and “there are two axes of time theory during disaster”.
Conclusion: The students learned that in addition to knowledges and skills acquired as nurses, ethical views held by
individual nurses have considerable implications during disasters. They also developed new perceptions based on theories
taught in the class.

In the future, we hope to further expand the disaster nursing education applicable in practice.

Keywords : disaster nursing education, activity theory, nursing student, learning
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