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Caring practiced by cancer nurses

Kayoko SHIGEHISA
Abstract

Objective: This study aims to identify the kinds of caring practiced by nurses who specialize in dealing with cancer patients.
Method: Semi-structured interviews concerning the practices of cancer nursing were conducted with three newly recertified
cancer nurses, and were then qualitatively analyzed.

Results: Among the 129 data points extracted in light of this research, 16 categories for caring were found. These included
“being involved with patients with deep concern,” “cherishing what is important for patients,” and “relationship with
anticipatory grief and grief of family,” among others. The aforementioned were then classified into three core categories:
“caring based on human aid relationships,” “caring that respects the individual,” and “caring that allows medical treatment
with peace of mind.”

Conclusion: These findings suggest the existence of caring practices in cancer nursing through the provision of an
environment in which patients can receive medical treatment at ease as well as of support to live their own lives to the end

by exerting their own will.

Keywords : cancer nursing, caring, cancer nurse
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