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Effect of lexical additions on the identification of Japanese
plosives by Korean Japanese-learners

ISHINABE Hiroshi
Abstract

Background. Korean Japanese-learners (KL) genarally have the difficulty to identify Japanese plosives

when they listen to the Japanese language. This study focuses on the effect of lexical additions on the
identification of Japanese plosives by KL.
Methods. Experiment. The ability to identify 8 target sounds (/p, b, t, d, k, g, kj, gj/) by KL under 3
conditions—(1)/ba/(mora), (2)/baN/("a van"), (3)/baN o uNteN suru/("Someone drives a van.")— was
examined. Participants. 279 KL who study the Japanese language in several universities in Republic of
Korea. Procedure. The participants have listened to the audiotape, and have been conducted to identify the
target sounds, 8 Japanese plosives (/p,b,t,d,k,g,kj,gj/), under 3 conditions (mora, word, and sentence).

Results. Based on the i test, the differences among 3 conditions were significant on every target sound.
In addition, based on the result of McNemar test, in 8 cases significant differences were found between the
"word" condition and the "sentence" condition.

Conclusion. These results suggest that KL can compensate the difficulty to identify Japanese plosives
using additional lexical information, especially given predicative information. Therefore, it is considered to
be one of the effective methods of instruction to focus on the rough semantic understanding by providing the
learners with top-down context.
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