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A survey of cervical cancer awareness in university students
TOMIYASU Satoshi, SATO Shinya, MORIYAMA Ryota and OTA Yoshitaka

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to clarify the perception of cervical cancer screening in university students to formulate
measures for improving the reception rate of cervical cancer screening examination. Therefore, we investigated the
comprehension of university students of the relationship between human papillomavirus (HPV) and cervical cancer.
Methods: The subjects were 804 students of FY2014 in the School of Health Sciences at Fukuoka, International University
of Health and Welfare. The survey was conducted using questionnaire forms.

Results: Based on the results of the questionnaires asked of men and women, comprehension of the relationship between
HPV and cervical cancer, screening, and vaccine was found to be low. Particularly, the comprehension was remarkably low
in departments other than Medical Technology and Sciences. In addition, the results from the questions asked of only females
revealed that many subjects in all departments had a low awareness of cervical cancer screening and had not known about
the coupon tickets (free coupons available for cervical cancer screening) or the contents of the examination.

Conclusions: This survey revealed that knowledge and interest concerning HPV and cervical cancer screening are very low
in students in the School of Health Sciences at Fukuoka, International University of Health and Welfare. Despite the
interdepartmental differences, it is necessary to provide lectures and seminars for all students to increase knowledge and
interest across all departments.
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